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Animal adventures in Rajasthan
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This is Rajasthan, I think.

LUXURY CAMPS IN THE DESERT

The Royal Tentes Suite at Jawai Leapard Camp i the ultimate in ksaury and has  prvate paol PHOTD-SLLIAN LUXURY

Rajasthan is highly diverse culrurally and it is said that the dialect - and even the style of dress, such
a5 hiow men wrap ther rurbans - changes every 40km or 5o,

Arip tothis northern part of Indis vsuslly entails heading to Jaipur the state capital, or 1o Jodhpur,
once the culrural seat of Rajaschan, where the ancient Rejpursna ngdom held sway:

When presented with the opporruniy tovisit Rajasthan, I ask Ms Kate Herz - my London-based
cravel designer who s the head of Asia for Jacada Travel, a lucury wavel company that tailors bespoke
erips for individuals and small groups - to surprise me-

‘When presented with the opportunity to visit Rajasthan, I ask Ms Kate Herz - my London-based
travel designer who is the head of Asia for [acada Travel a husary mavel company thar ailors bespoke
rips for individuals and small groups - to surprise me.

In my head are images of leopards She sold me on the wilds of Rajasthan, famed for irs vast
roaming through darkened temples, of ~ Thar desert that has unique flora and fauna, and which
birds drinking nectar and horses with  can fel as remote as the moon.

their breath smelling of sweet grass
and berries. | close my eyes and all |
can see s the desert landscape and
the sun rushing over the golden sands.  In India, royal camps and tents feature in its long, storied

History and this has fit in well with the rise of the

, , lamping wend around the world

Dotted amon the landscape are Luaury glamping resorts
such as Jawai Leopard Camp.

I Incia, wilderness camps have been around for
decades, bt newer properties, such as Jawai Leopard Camp, opened in 2013, are the by-werd in
sophistication and are the rover-see for glamping fens

Where similar camps may have countless tents and faciliries such a3 shared bathrooms, Javsi
features only nine canvas tents and one hixury "royal” suite, which comes with its own pool. You wall
find sy bedding stylish furninure. a pri with views of the grasslands of Jawsi Bandh
and a butler on call for each tent.

M Herz wams that here, one does not expect 1o see wildlife the way one doss in Kenya, where

ioms, giraffes and, yes, even leopards, come atyouia droves.

The leapards of [awai Bandh are mue to their reportedly ehisive narure and one must be prepared ro
not see at all. There was reportedly a 12-day stretch where the big cats did not show themselves.

“Africa is the obvious choice for safaris " says Ms Herz.
“Which means that, often, your safariis crowded with

other wavellers.
PAKISTAN
o Rajasthan "In Tndia, especially with lwawry places such as Jawai
m g mgaiput Leopard Camp, few other vehicles are in the area azound
H youto crowd for a view of the animals."
Mihir Garh = = Jowi Bandh ¥
= ugipur The demand for a remote, crowd-free safari experience in
Inclia is growing.
Jacada Travel she tells me, is working on expanding its
big-ca experiences to include nearby Gjarat, where
ravellers will be able to spor the rare, endangered Asiadic
LR lion.
|Asabian Bengal

Toget to Rajasthan, most peopl fiy to Delhi,
then to Jodhpur:

Altarmatively, fly on Scoot straight to Jaipur.
Most glamping properties must then be.
‘sccassad by car.

‘Some camps, such as Jawai Lsapard Camp,
closa for the monsoon season sach year.
Check with sach property on its open season
exact dates change aach year] before
baoking.

‘The weather in Rajasthan is that of a desert,
‘whers temperatures soar during the day and
drop dramatically at night. The best fimes to
goare in the spring. autumn and winter

Prices for the glamping destinations here are
start at about §700 & night finclucing
breakiast]. Sujan Luxury's Jawai Leoperd Camp
‘costs $1200 a night The price includes
breakiast and two safari drives a day.
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